North Oakland Transportation Authority (NOTA)

Meeting Minutes
Thursday, January 20, 2022, 4:30 p.m. 

NOTA Offices
675 S. Glaspie St. Oxford, MI

The meeting was called to order by Chair Mike McDonald at 4:30 p.m.
Roll Call

Present




Representing
Mike McDonald, Chair


Village of Leonard

Bruce Pearson 



Addison Township

Ed Brakefield
 



Addison Township

Mike Flood 




Orion Township

Ken Van Portfliet



Village of Lake Orion
Margaret Payne



Oxford Township 

Tonya Waple




TTI

Ann Keltcsh
 



At Large – MORC

Lori Bourgeau




Village of Oxford

Absent
Chris Barnett Vice Chair


Orion Township 

Roberta Habowski



AAA 1(B)

Jack Curtis




Oxford Township 

Jerry Narsh- alternate



Village of Lake Orion

Others Present:
Kelly Westbrook,  Bradley Wheelock, Lynn Gustafson and Joe Young
Respects to the Flag
The Pledge of Allegiance was given.

Agenda Approval

Moved by Ed Brakefield, seconded by Mike Flood, to approve the agenda as presented.  By voice vote the motion passed unanimously.

Minutes Approval

Moved by Ed Brakefield, seconded by Ken Van Portfliet, to approve the minutes of the December 16, 2021 meeting as presented. By voice vote the motion passed unanimously.

Director’s Report
NOTA Director Lynn Gustafson presented her report.  
Moved by Mike Flood, seconded by Ken Van Portfliet, to receive and file the Director’s report.
By voice the motion passed unanimously. 
Public Comments  - none

Monthly Financial Packet
The monthly financial statements were presented. 
Moved by Margaret Payne, seconded by Mike Flood, to receive and file the financial activity report. By voice vote the motion passed unanimously.

Approval of the Bills
A listing of bills for January was presented.
Moved by Margaret Payne, seconded by Mike Flood, to approve the bills of $ 34,851.94 as presented. By roll call vote the motion passed unanimously.

Old Business  - none

New Business   

Oxford DDA Trolley

Kelly Westbrook, Executive Director of the Village of Oxford Downtown Development Authority (DDA) and Bradley Wheelock, Administrative Coordinator for the Lake Orion DDA presented a proposal for a trolley vehicle with a route from Oxford to Lake Orion as part of the Stronger Together initiative.  Lynn Gustafson reported that Madonna Van Fossen, SMART, Oakland County Ombudsman, had offered use of a trolley at no charge.  The trolley, model year 1997, was last used by the City of Troy a few years ago.  SMART would bring the trolley up to top operating condition for NOTA to use.  The trolley requires a CDL licensed driver which NOTA has one willing to drive the trolley.  The pilot program was to run the service on Thursday from 4-9 pm and Saturday from 12-9 pm.  NOTA would charge the cost of operating including fuel, insurance and maintenance.  Chris Barnett notified the Board that he has secured a sponsorship for the pilot program.  A contract including a hold harmless would be needed. The pilot program would be for two months beginning in February as part of the Ice Festivals in Oxford and lake Orion.
Moved by Ken Van Portfliet, seconded by Mike Flood, to authorize the attorney to prepare a contract for the pilot trolley program between NOTA and the consenting communities DDA’s as presented with a hold harmless and indemnification provision and to authorize the NOTA Director to sign the agreement. By roll call vote the motion passed unanimously.

Change meeting date to February 10

The NOTA Director requested that the February meeting date be changed due to a personal conflict.
Moved by Mike Flood, seconded by Lori Bourgeau, to reschedule the February meeting to February 10. By voice vote the motion passed unanimously.

NOTA Ballot Language

The NOTA Director presented information regarding the property tax millage ballot proposal for the 2022 election in the three Townships (including the Villages) with options of renewing the current Headlee reduced rate and an override back to the original .25 mills.
Moved by Ed Brakefield, seconded by Ken Van Portfliet, to recommend that the NOTA millage ballot be at .23 mills. By roll call vote the motion failed (2-7).
Moved by Margaret Payne, seconded by Mike Flood, to recommend that the NOTA millage ballot be a renewal at based on the current reduced Headlee millage rate.  By roll call vote the motion passed unanimously.

Auburn Hills Potential interest in NOTA
Lynn Gustafson reported that the City of Auburn Hills is interested in having NOTA service.  
It was suggested that a service contract could be the preferred option.

Flag Pole Proposal
A proposal to provide a flagpole from an anonymous donor was presented with options. 

Moved by Ken Van Portfliet, seconded by Margaret Payne, to approve the recommend to the donor the 30’ flag pole and to include a memorial plaque. By voice vote the motion passed unanimously.

Public Comments  - none

Monthly Rider and Mileage Reports
Moved by Mike Flood, seconded by Margaret Payne, to receive and file the reports. By voice vote the motion passed unanimously.

Board Member Comments   
Adjournment
Moved by Mike Flood, seconded by Ken Van Portfliet, to adjourn the meeting at 5:36 p.m.  By voice the motion passed unanimously.

The next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 17, 2022, 4:30 p.m. at NOTA Office,  675 Glaspie St. Oxford,  MI  48371.
Minutes initially drafted by K. Joe Young  
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